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Headlands School

Exclusion Policy

This local policy conforms to the Independent School Standards Wales Regulations 2003:

Section 3(8)

The Last Sanction

If all other methods of control fail, then we have the ultimate sanction – exclusion.

This is at the discretion of the Principal (who may in his/her absence, delegate such powers) but is something which should be used rarely and sparingly.

Each case will be judged on individual merit, so it is difficult to say exactly what will lead to an exclusion.  However, the following pointers need to be made:-

Exclusion may take place for the following reasons:-

· Repeated high-risk behaviour.
· Substance misuse. 
· Bringing drugs onto the school site.
· Violence towards other pupils (including bullying behaviours).
· Significant violence towards staff.
Other problems may also lead to exclusion, the final decision being made by the Principal.

Exclusion may be temporary (usually for one week to ten days, followed by a re-admission conference) or, on occasion, permanent.  The purpose behind exclusion is twofold -

· to make the child think seriously about their place here (i.e. do they really want it etc) 
· to put space between the various parties in a disagreement, for a short time.  It is also useful for others (peers etc) to see that something has happened following a serious problem.

For all exclusions, Local Education Authority (LEA) and parents/carers should be informed immediately after the decision has been made.

Exclusion is only to be used as a final resort and when all inclusion strategies have failed.  Exclusions will not always solve the particular issue.  This must be remembered when exclusion is considered.
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