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Headlands School
Use of Personal Devices and Access to the Internet Policy

At Headlands School and Residential Homes we understand that technology plays an important and integral part in today’s life.  We expect people in our environment to use personal devices and the internet respectfully and responsibly.

We believe that positive relationships can be affected by the use of mobile devices, and this policy aims to support staff and young people using devices and the internet appropriately.

This policy aims to give staff and young people guidance on the use of personal devises and access to the internet.  

Staff

· All staff not to use their personal devices during working time.

· Personal devices should always be on silent/vibrate mode or turned off, and only be used in exceptional circumstances i.e. on activities or in agreement with your line manager.

· The expectation is that mobile phones are not used in front of our young people.  This supports our aim of developing trusting, attuned and positive relationships with the young people at Headlands School and Residential Homes.

· We understand that at times mobile devices can be used as an immediate educative tool.  Staff are to determine when this is appropriate.  

· Staff can communicate with each other on their mobile devices only in an emergency.

At present, Action for Children states that no photographs of any young people are taken using a personal mobile device.

Pupils

· There are specific arrangements for our residential provision regarding how and when devices are used.  This relates to individual risk assessments. 

· On admission all young people’s parents/carers sign a consent in relation to use of internet.  All young people are made aware of the Be Smart (Childnet) rules and these are displayed throughout school and residential homes.

· Young people only use mobile devices when agreed with the staff in their care.
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