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 Headlands School
Working with animals

The safety of pupils and staff is of paramount importance at Headlands School.  Animals such as dogs, can present a significant health and safety risk, therefore we request that staff working at Headlands do not bring any animals to work unless it is part of a planned and risk assessed activity.  

However, we do accept that working with animals can provide our pupils with valuable and rewarding experiences and we are happy to support the work of pupils with animals within activities which have been carefully planned and considered.  If staff intend to include the use of animals in their work, they should check with their manager and follow the trips and activities policy/procedure and should be treated as a Category B activity. 

Before working with any animals a member of the SLT should be consulted and should agree to the rationale behind the use of the animal in an activity.  The manager should consider the following:

· Staff member is satisfied that the dynamics between the YP and animal are compatible and the YP’s risk assessment has been taken into consideration, read and understood.  Allergies must also be taken into consideration.

· The animal does not pose a physical or emotional risk to our pupils or our staff.

· The animal is vaccinated, wormed and been treated for fleas.

· If collection of the animal on the day of the activity is from a staff members own home, the pupil must not enter the member of staff’s house.

· Number of dogs per student to be considered.

· Pupils must always be the priority of care for staff in any activity involving an animal.

· Hygiene arrangements must be put in place to collect any faeces during the activity which should only be carried out by a member of staff. 
It is important to note that certain breeds of dog are prohibited as pets by the Dangerous Dog Act 1991 and should under no circumstances be brought into contact with pupils at Headlands.  The sign off manager for the activity should ensure that the dangerous animal list is checked before sign off.  As of the date of this document the list is as follows:
· Pit Bull Terrier

· Japanese Tosa

· Dogo Argentino

· Fila Braziliero (List checked March 2018)
Special caution should be taken when considering the inclusion of dogs such as Alsatian (German Shepherd), Rottweiler, Doberman.  Although these breeds are not listed as dangerous in the legislation, they are known to be possessive and potentially aggressive.  Such dogs can become volatile when confronted with difficult behaviour.

Students individual risk assessment should reflect interest and suitability for contact with animals.

The size of the animal is important especially where vulnerable children are involved.  Although many larger breeds of dogs are not known to be aggressive, they can hurt a child unintentionally in play.  Small dogs can be ‘snappy’ depending on breed and a particular dog’s temperament.

A database of approved animals evidencing vaccinations, worming and de fleaing should be in place.  All dogs are met and vetted for approval to spend time on activities with students and staff.

Not all pupils will be safe around animals therefore parental consent must be obtained prior to the activity.

It is acknowledged that all animals especially dogs have the potential to be dangerous and that children, especially those with emotional, behavioural and social difficulties, can provoke attacks.  Even the most docile of dogs can prove a threat to pupils with fear of dogs.  The inclusion of animals at Headlands should be given serious consideration and must be sanctioned by a member of the SLT.  
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