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In June 2022, Joe Osbaldeston (Vice 
Principal) and I had the privilege of 
visiting the beautiful campus of Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio, to attend 
and present at the Currere Exchange 
Conference.  We arrived shortly after a 
tornado had swept through the 
midwest state, followed by an 
unusually hot spell for the time of year.  
Our time under the searing Ohio sun 
and manicured grounds of one of 
America’s finest universities, was spent 
with an international collective of 
inspirational scholars and progressive 
educators committed to developing 
democratic practices, social justice, and 
activism in education.  This collective of 
scholars and educators had amassed to 
consider the method of currere, a 
theory developed by William Pinar in 
1978 as a way of thinking about 
curriculum based on our 
autobiographical experiences.  Currere 
requires us to consider our past 
experiences as learners, so we can 
make new meaning of our present 
experiences and future intentions, as 
educators, to enact transformational 
change in our work.  In turn, currere 
holds similarities with our use of Dyadic 
Developmental Psychotherapy / 
Practice (DDP) at Headlands, and the 
importance we place on exploring our 
personal attachment histories to help 
us make meaning of the way we relate 
and care for others. 
 
Learning more about currere forms 
part of our work with Dr Kevin Smith 
(Cardiff University) and our ongoing 
efforts to transform our curriculum at 
Headlands.  Educators at Headlands 
have always needed to be responsive 
to children’s needs and interests, and  
there has been an increasing interest  
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in thinking about designing our 
curriculum in a way which emphasises 
connections with children’s 
experiences and needs rather than 
standardised practices.  As leaders of 
this transformational change at 
Headlands, attending the conference 
marked a wonderful opportunity to 
develop our thinking about how we 
approach this journey. 
 
Our Currere presentations 
 
We both made presentations at the 
conference about our ideas on 
curriculum transformation and our own 
personal reflections as leaders in this 
process.  My presentation was titled, 
‘From Mistrust to Trust – creating a 
relational-based curriculum’.  It 
discussed the importance of starting 
with belonging and connectedness, by 
way of countering the years of failure 
and deep mistrust of schooling 
experienced by our learners.  The idea 
suggests that the learning journey for 
our children begins with a curriculum 
sense of self.  My presentation outlined 
that creating a positive  
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which helps create new meaning of 
themselves, moving towards a 
positive sense of self was a long and 
difficult process, given the difficult 
experiences many of our students 
have had.  However, our 
experiences show us that 
relationships built on trust and 
reciprocity allow children to 
become more open and engaged in 
their learning over time.   
 
My reflections considered the shift 
leaders would also have to make to 
support this transformation, 
suggesting that leaders and 
educators also need to make a 
parallel journey from mistrust to 
trust, to support a cultural change 
toward democratic practice and 
inquiry-based pedagogies.   
 
This shift represents creating an 
organisational culture based on 
trust and agency for educators 
(teachers, teaching assistants and 
care workers) and students, 
coupled with a conscious and active 
challenge of mistrusting traits in 
our organisational systems and 
processes. 
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Joe’s presentation focused on our work 
with vulnerable learners who find 
‘typical’ education difficult, challenging 
and at times frightening.  Alongside the 
recent curriculum reform in Wales 
(https://gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales) we have 
been developing a wide range of 
collaborative activities that support all 
learners develop their sense of self.  We 
understand the importance of key 
trusting relationships and how these 
play an integral part in this process.   
 

 Our journey so far has established a 
variety of activities including bike 
mechanics, cooking and catering, 
hospitality and café work, animal 
studies, music and technology and 
community and life skills.  These 
activities have become the vehicle to 
support growth and development. Our 
challenge is ensuring the experiences 
offered are educative, leading to 
deeper learning and curious learners. 
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Democratic education – A learning exchange 
with Antioch College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Antioch College, OHIO 
 

The trip to Ohio allowed us the 
opportunity to visit Antioch College in 
the small town of Yellow Springs, Ohio.  
Yellow Springs has developed a strong 
community ethos, and in the 1960’s the 
Rev Dr Wesley Matthews became well 
known for his work in caring for its 
elderly citizens in this area.  Rev 
Matthews developed the community 
motto, ‘looking out for each other’, by 
way of marking this intention.  The 
sense of community was apparent as 
we walked through the town, with a 
range of community-based arts stores 
and cafes focused on community 
events.  
  
The essence of the place was brought 
to life when a police officer emerged  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
from one of the stores helping an 
elderly citizen with their shopping.  As 
the two walked slowly down the 
sidewalk, chatting in a familiar way, you 
got the impression that this was a 
regular, everyday event here – a visible 
act of community that reminded me of 
Headlands.  Antioch College has an 

equally 
humanitarian 

and socially 
minded ethos.  
Founded in 
1852 by the 

famous 
American 

educationalist  
 

Students at Antioch Collage are inspired to become activists 

 

 Horace Mann, the college is 
renowned for its democratic 
practices and active student 
participation in the life of the 
college.  Spending time with staff 
and students working on the ‘farm 
to table’ programme and observing 
the liberal arts curriculum it was 
clear there were many similarities 
between the educational 
philosophies at Headlands School 
and Antioch College.  It was 
wonderful to hear about how 
professors and students co-
constructed and designed their 
curriculum for their degree courses, 
and to see how committed 
students were to participate in life 
at Antioch.  Many students 
participated in the governance of 
the college, having a real influence 
on how the college was run.  This 
provided a great inspiration about 
how we might think about our own 
curriculum and governance 
arrangements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right: Professor Richard Kraince, Joe Osbaldeston, 
Stephanie Witchowsky, Matthew Burns 
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Freedom Summer Memorial  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the end of our stay, we were 
grateful for the chance to accompany 
currere scholar and Miami education 
Professor Tom Poetter, to the Freedom 
Summer memorial at Western College. 
Freedom Summer refers to the civil 
rights actions that took place in the 
summer of 1964, where thousands of 
American college students, organised 
by the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC, 
referred to as ‘snick’), travelled to 
America’s southern states to support 
black citizens exercise their right to 
vote.  The memorial is set in the 
campus of Western college (now part 
of Miami University), where students 
gathered were trained by the SNCC 
before heading South.  The actions 
were considered extremely radical at 
the time and the students were warned 
to stay away amidst threats of violence.  
The films ‘Selma’ and ‘Mississippi 
Burning’ attempt to depict the tensions 
evident during the events of Freedom 
Summer.  Despite the threats, 
thousands of students showed 
remarkable courage and continued to 
travel to support the cause.  Sadly, 
during the second week, three student 
protesters were murdered by the Klu 
Klux Klan for their part in supporting 
black citizens exercise their civil rights.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The memorial marks the courage and 
sacrifice made by these students.  The 
visit was a poignant reminder of the 
courage required to bring about social 
change, and the critical role educators 
play in creating equity and social justice 
– as Hooks (1995) proclaimed, ‘the 
classroom remains the most radical 
space of possibility in the academy’. 
 
Our trip to Ohio was a very humbling  
Experience.  It was a pleasure to make 
new friends and find new inspirations.  
We were grateful for the time and 
effort made to spend time  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor Tom Poetter, Hassan Raza, Joe Osbaldeston and Matt 
Burns at the Freedom Memorial 

 with us, and the generosity shown 
by people to share their work and 
discuss their ideas.  My best hope is 
that we can repay this hospitality at 
some point.  The most indelible 
moment for me, however, has been 
the power of sharing diverse 
experiences with such an open and 
engaged group of educators – 
which was both a real privilege to 
be part of and an enduring lesson 
for transforming our curriculum.      
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